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52 Places to Go in 2023 (The New York Times 2023/01/12)
Until this past October, Japan maintained some of the most stringent travel restrictions of any
major country. Now, travelers are beginning to stream back to popular destinations like Tokyo,

Kyoto and Osaka.

The city of Morioka, in Iwate prefecture, however, is often passed over or outright ignored.
Circumscribed by mountains, it lies a few hours north of Tokyo by Shinkansen, the Japanese

high-speed rail lines.

Morioka's downtown is eminently walkable. The city is filled with Taisho-era buildings that
mix western and eastern architectural aesthetics as well as modern hotels, a few old ryokan

(traditional inns) and winding rivers.one draw is an ancient castle site turned into a park.
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